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REDRESS WA — INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL 

387. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 

I refer to the membership of the independent review panel under the Redress WA guidelines. 

(1) Who are the members of the independent review panel? 

(2) What are their qualifications to hold the positions? 

(3) What was the process of appointing the members? 

(4) Were expressions of interest sought? 

(5) How many names were submitted for consideration? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Due to the nature of the work of the members of the independent review panel, I am not prepared to 
make their names public. However, I am prepared to provide to the honourable member, outside the 
chamber, the names of the current panel members. 

(2) Schedule 1 of the Redress WA guidelines outlines the appointment of independent review panel 
members, including the relevant qualifications that must be met for appointment. Under the guidelines, 
an independent review panel may comprise one or more of the following members depending on 
requirements: a legal member being a lawyer of at least five years’ standing and practice who is 
admitted or eligible for admission to the Supreme Court of Western Australia; a social work member 
being a qualified social worker of at least five years’ standing with relevant experience in the child 
protection area; a health professional or allied health professional being a medical practitioner or 
psychiatrist, a psychologist or a counsellor with suitable tertiary qualifications specialising in or with 
substantial experience in the area of child abuse and neglect; and a public member being a person with 
relevant knowledge and experience of abuse in care. The formation of the panel is irrespective of the 
types of applications to be reviewed. Panel members, despite their qualifications and experience, will be 
required to be able to review all types of applications.   

(3) All appointments to the Redress WA independent review panel went through cabinet. 

(4) The Public Sector Commission register for individuals interested in applying to join a public board or 
committee was used to seek individuals with the appropriate qualifications. 

(5) Not applicable. 
 


